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E XECUTIVE D IRECTOR ’ S R EPORT
Florida Legislature Passes Domestic Violence Trust Fund Bill
by: Tiffany Carr, Executive Director, FCADV
On May 7, 2003, Governor Jeb Bush signed House Bill 1099 into law. The bill,
sponsored in the House of Representatives by Rep. Ken Littlefield and in the
Senate by Sen. Mike Bennett, transfers funding authority of the Florida Domestic
Violence Trust Fund from the Department of Children and Families to the Florida
Coalition Against Domestic Violence. By transferring funding authority to
FCADV, the State acknowledges FCADV as the statewide association whose
primary purpose is to represent and provide technical assistance to the certified domestic violence
centers. FCADV will be responsible for implementing, administering, and evaluating the services
provided by the state’s certified domestic violence centers. The bill effective date is January 1, 2004.
Governor Jeb Bush and several strong, supportive legislators and key advocates helped FCADV
realize the passage of this bill. Governor Jeb Bush prioritized the FCADV legislative agenda;
Representative Ken Littlefield (R-Pasco) and Senator Mike Bennett (R-Bradenton) sponsored the
legislation; and Melane Byrd, wife of Speaker of the House, Johnnie Byrd, and Linda King, wife of
Senate President Jim King advocated mightily in the final hours of the bill’s consideration.
“Over the past few years, the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence has worked closely with the
Department of Children and Families to administer this money effectively. Together, they have steadily
raised the level and quality of services offered in our shelters,” Governor Bush said. “This new law will
ensure Florida’s victims of domestic violence continue to receive even higher levels of support and
service from our state.” The Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence is committed to supporting
excellence in the delivery of quality services to Florida’s survivors of domestic violence.
As many of you know, assuming the administration of the Domestic Violence Trust Fund has been a
ten year goal for FCADV. We are thrilled to have the opportunity to strengthen services to battered
women and their children. This is indeed a new era for FCADV, and we look forward to working with
Florida’s domestic violence centers and the Department of Children and Families to ensure a smooth
transition.

Left: Governor Jeb Bush signs HB 1099 into law. Also
pictured are Department of Children and Families
Secretary Jerry Regier, FCADV Executive Director
Tiffany Carr, Florida’s First Lady Mrs. Columba Bush,
Lt. Governor Toni Jennings, and Melane Byrd, wife of
Speaker of the House Johnnie Byrd.
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FCADV 2002–2003
BOARD MEMBERS
EXECUTIVECOMMITTEE
Venita Garvin Valdez, President
Domestic Abuse Shelter
Ellen Siler, First Vice President
Hubbard House
Linda Osmundson, Second Vice President
CASA
Theresa Harrison, Recording Secretary
Peaceful Paths
Christine Thrower, Treasurer
Women In Distress of Broward County, Inc.
Robert E. Schroeder, Past President
Metro-Dade Advocates for Victims

Caucus Representatives
Battered/Formerly Battered Women Representative
Lillie Henderson, Safe House of Seminole
Child Advocate Representative
Julie Tindall, Harbor House
Lesbian and Bisexual Womyn’s Representative
Hazel Hastings, Orlando, Florida
Women o f Color Representative
Clarissa Hersey, CASA
Rural Representative
Angie Osterhoudt, Another Way
Hispanic/Latin Representative
Marlene Rivera, Lake Worth, Florida

Regional Representatives
Region I
Sue Hand, Favor House of NW Florida
Region II
Joyce Mahr, Safety Shelter of St. Johns County
Region III
Laurel Lynch, Hope Family Services

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by: Venita Garvin Valdez, President, FCADV Board of Directors
As my term as President ends, I am amazed at how quickly the year has passed.
It has been another banner year for the Coalition. I am delighted to have had
the honor to serve the Coalition in this capacity.
For me personally, I am pleased that I had the opportunity to reach out and
hear from many of our members, center directors, caucus chairs, and committee
chairs. It was evident from communications that took place, written reports,
and participation in FCADV related meetings and events throughout the year
that all involved in every facet of FCADV took their responsibilities and tasks
seriously. The result was much was accomplished.
I remain impressed with the leadership of FCADV’s Executive Director, Tiffany
Carr, and the entire staff of FCADV. Tiffany has been exemplary in her focus
and drive for the centers and members. Thank you.
I guess one could say that a new era is beginning for FCADV. With FCADV
taking over the Domestic Violence Trust Fund, there are many new challenges
that lie ahead. I am pleased that I have witnessed what has been ten years in
the making in FCADV securing this trust. I must admit at first, when I became
involved in FCADV five years ago, I thought why would FCADV want to do
that? Keep in mind I was new and at times, still feel as though I am new to it
all.
I do not have to tell you that Ellen Siler incoming President and the Executive
Committee Officers for 2003-2004 are prepared and equipped with the
knowledge, skills, and abilities to provide the guidance that will be required
during this transition. It is an exciting time not only for the Coalition but also for
the forty certified domestic abuse centers in the state.
In closing, best wishes for all of us as we continue with our commitment and
dedication in serving in the domestic abuse movement. Thanks for all the
support given to myself as the President for 2002-2003.

Region IV
Cindy Flachmeier, Salvation Army DV Center

Members–At–Large

Right: First Lady Columba
Bush, Governor Jeb Bush,
FCADV Executive Director
M.F. Warren, Domestic Abuse Council
Tiffany Carr, and Venita Garvin
Michele Anderson, Salvation Army Domestic
Valdez, President, FCADV
Violence Program of West Pasco
Board of Directors, at the
signing of House Bill 1099 on
We appreciate your commitment to FCADV! May 7, 2003.
Joyce Smalling, The Haven of R.C.S.
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VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK AT FLORIDA’S CAPITOL - APRIL 6-12, 2003
Governor Attends Victims’ Rights Week Ceremony and Presents Proclamations
Governor’s Office Press Release
On Wednesday, April 9, Governor Jeb Bush reaffirmed his
commitment to crime victims during a victims’ rights
ceremony at the Capitol. The ceremony was part of National
Crime Victims’ Right’s Week, April 6 - 12.

As a result of this leadership, Florida is experiencing the
lowest crime rate in 20 years. Some of the Governors
initiatives include:
• Family Protection Act of 2001
- created a five-day mandatory jail

“We’re making Florida a safer and
healthier place for our families,”
Governor Bush said. “It is through
the work of volunteers, like these
here today, that we have been able
to protect Florida’s citizens and
make such great strides in fighting
crime on every level.”
To acknowledge the efforts of
many Floridians who have
dedicated their time to assisting
victims of crime, Governor Bush
presented a Victims’ Rights Week
Proclamation honoring everyday
citizens who have tirelessly led the
fight against crime.

sentence for persons who are found
guilty of acts of domestic violence
where the perpetrator intentionally
causes bodily harm.

•

Domestic Violence - In 2002,
Governor Bush led the successful effort
to eliminate the filing fee for domesticviolence protective orders

• Governor Bush Supports
Current Crime Legislation - The
Victims’ Freedom Act authorizes
protective orders for sex-crime victims.
The Minimum-Mandatory 25 year-tolife prison terms for sexual offenders
as well as the Senior Safety Act
requiring a 3-year prison term for thefts
against seniors and disabled persons involving $10,000
in losses.

Above: Governor Jeb Bush at Victims’ Rights Week
Ceremony with Attorney General Charlie Crist,
FCADV Executive Director Tiffany Carr, and
Victims’ Rights Week honorees.

In 2000, under the leadership of Governor Bush, Florida
became the first state to allocate capital grants for domestic
violence shelters. Since then, seven other states have
followed Florida and Governor Bush’s lead. Governor Bush
also was the first governor to fund a domestic violence public
awareness campaign.
Since 1999, Governor Bush has supported and passed several
laws to reduce crime and to provide victims with more rights.

This is the 23rd anniversary of National Crime Victims’
Rights Week. The week is a time when crime victims,
service providers, criminal justice and allied professionals
join together to bring additional awareness to crime and to
honor victims of crime. This year’s theme is, “Fulfill the
Promise.”
Right: T-shirts from the Clothesline Project of Tampa Bay hang in
the Capitol Rotunda for passersby to read. The Clothesline
Project is a visual display that bears witness to violence against
women. These shirts are a moving testimony to the pain of survivors
of domestic violence and of the pain of the loved ones of those
who did not survive.
Different colors represent different forms of violence. White
shirts represent women who were killed. Yellow or Beige shirts
represent women who were battered or assaulted. Red, Pink, or
Orange shirts represent women who were raped, while Blue or
Green shirts represent women who were sexually abused as children
or who survived incest. Purple or Lavendar shirts represent women
who were victimized for being lesbian, and Black shirts represent
women who were permanently disabled as a result of the violence
or who were abused because of their disability.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF STEPPING OUT OF THE BOX
by: Angie Osterhoudt, Program Director, Another Way
As a program director with Another Way, Inc., one of my
responsibilities is to provide community education and
professional trainings in our service area. In an effort to
step out of the routine, I began contacting area businesses
that normally don’t perceive themselves as having an
association with survivors of domestic violence and offered
to do a presentation for their staff. Among the areas I
targeted were veterinary offices in Lake City. Although
some veterinary offices declined the offer, some of them
were very intrigued as to how this information could have
an impact on them.
They responded very positively to how they might assist
survivors of domestic violence and how they could assist
in protecting the pets of these survivors and children. They
were appalled at the correlation between domestic violence
and animal abuse and even began to identify for themselves
red flags they had seen in the office that might indicate
violence in the home. They discussed how they might
refer people to our agency and inquired about how to
approach the subject with their clients when they felt there
might be a problem.
Last week, I had the chance to see the benefits of presenting
to veterinary offices about animal abuse and domestic
violence when a twenty-one year old girl walked into their
office. The evening before, her husband of four years was
arrested and placed in the county jail for domestic violence.
This was the first time she had sought the assistance of law
enforcement for his violence and, that evening, his friends

were not very pleased. Late that night she stated that her
husband’s friends had kept driving by her house blowing
the horn and attempting to harass her. She decided the
best course of action was just to ignore them and went to
bed. The next morning she awoke to find her children’s
dog beaten to death on her front lawn. She loaded the dog
up and transported him to Lake City Animal Hospital after
notifying the police who took a report.
Upon her arrival at Lake City Animal Hospital, the office
called our hotline. They told us what she had reported to
them and asked if we could think of anything else they could
do to assist her. The Lake City Animal Hospital did an
excellent job in handling this incident by first autopsying the
dog and confirming that his injuries were not consistent with
being hit by a car and that it appeared the dog had been
bludgeoned to death. They photographed the dog in the
condition he was brought into the office and photographed
the autopsy and sent a written report to the law enforcement
agency investigating the case. They also made a referral
for the survivor and her children to seek services.
With the survivor’s husband in jail, he obviously has a rocksolid alibi, and it remains to be seen if they will have enough
evidence to charge the suspect, but the response of the
veterinary office certainly needs to be commended. I would
like to recommend anyone who hasn’t spoken with their
veterinary offices to make this very important contact. If
this is the only survivor they ever refer, it was worth the
time.

REQUEST FOR ARTICLES AND EDITORIALS
If you would like to write an article or an editorial for the Florida Voice, please contact Brandi Skipalis at (850)425–
2749. We welcome any articles pertaining to Domestic Violence and the issues associated with it. Articles may be
submitted via mail or fax, or if you would like to submit an article by e–mail you may send it to skipalis_brandi@fcadv.org
no later than August 15th, 2003. (Note: E-mail is preferred)
Please send articles to:

FCADV
425 Office Plaza Dr.
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Fax: (850)425-3091
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FCADV WELCOMES TWO NEW CERTIFIED DV CENTERS
Lee Conlee House and Vivid Visions Join FCADV Family
FCADV is pleased to announce that two new domestic violence centers have recently been certified by the Department of
Children and Families. Lee Conlee House, in Palatka, and Vivid Visions, in Live Oak, are the newest additions to the
Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence, bringing the number of certified domestic violence centers in the state to 40.
FCADV asked each of these centers to introduce themselves. Here is what they had to say:
Lee Conlee House
Shandra Riffee, Executive Director
The Lee Conlee House Domestic Violence Center, formerly Helping Hands of Putnam County, opened its doors in May
1998. The shelter was established by a group of concerned citizens from all walks of life, law enforcement, social service
providers, community leaders, and advocates who realized the need for a local shelter. Putnam County is roughly 758
square miles, a predominantly rural county with a population of approximately 70,000. The county has ranked number one
in domestic violence incidents (per capita) five out of the last six years.
The Lee Conlee House is clearly a testament to the community coming together to own and provide the solution to the
problem of domestic violence in Putnam County. Since opening its doors, the Lee Conlee House Goal has been to not only
provide excellent service to our clients, but also to receive state certification through the Department of Children and
Families. On March 11, 2003, this goal was achieved and the Lee Conlee House became Florida’s newest certified
shelter. The staff and Board of Directors of Lee Conlee House are committed to the fight against domestic violence in the
state and nationwide and we are honored to be one of Florida’s 40 certified domestic violence shelters.
Vivid Visions
Jennie Lyons, Executive Director
Vivid Visions, Inc. was founded in 1995 as a non-profit organization in Live Oak. Today, there are many services that are
being provided. A few of these services include: 24 hour hotline, counseling, case management, information and referrals,
assistance with victims’ compensation, assistance with injunctions, criminal justice support, support groups, art therapy,
children’s services, and Call to Protect.
Vivid Visions is proud to be Suwannee County’s domestic violence center. We currently accept any individual who is or
has been a victim of domestic violence. However, those individuals who are in immediate danger do have priority. We do
accept individuals from other counties and states, although Suwannee County residents have priority. We provide emergency
and short term shelter in our nine bed facility, for which reason we limit stays to 90 days or less. Vivid Visions is ADA
compliant, and we also have a TTY phone available for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing. Service dogs are
welcome, as are adult dependents and caregivers. Currently, we have one counselor and a Board member who are
bilingual and provide Spanish/English interpretation services. We acknowledge that being in a rural area is a major obstacle
to individuals and families escaping domestic violence, and we strive to lessen the difficulties and help guide them around
and through that obstacle of rurality.
FCADV looks forward to working with the newest members of the Coalition, and we are pleased that both of these
centers provide services to rural communities, where domestic violence outreach and services are often difficult to provide.

Page 6

Summer 2003

RESPECTING SURVIVOR REALITY
by: Linda A. Osmundson, Executive Director, CASA
Resplendent in peach, wearing her trademark big earrings, Clarissa Hersey-James stunned the audience with her story.
Her life of violence began when she was a child and followed her through her adulthood while she dulled her pain with
alcohol and drugs. Tears filled the eyes of new and seasoned advocates who hear women’s stories, day after day, yet still
wept with Ms. Hersey-James as she told her truth. It is a saga of triumph, determination, and hard work as she tells how
she rose out of her addiction, became a valued employee in a drug abuse program, and finally came to work at CASA
(Community Action Stops Abuse) seven years ago. Now Ms. Hersey-James returns to train substance abuse programs
about domestic violence.
Ms. Hersey-James clearly defined the theme of the 2003 annual FCADV conference “Respecting Survivor Reality: When
Battering, Substance Abuse, & Mental Health Concerns Intersect”. Afterwards, Melane Byrd, wife of Speaker of the
House, Rep. Johnnie Byrd, praised Ms. Hersey-James for helping her to better understand battered women.
The statewide conference was held in Tampa from May 12-16, 2003, with over 200 participants. A pre-conference Men’s
and Women’s Institute was facilitated by the VCS Community Change Project faculty and staff from Nyack, New York.
Faculty connected battering with the fundamental premises of sexism. While their argument was clear and strong, their
presentations were gentle and understanding as we struggled with new concepts on what works with batterers.
Carole Warshaw, a medical doctor from Chicago, spoke about Domestic Violence, Trauma, and Mental Health and
developing collaborative models for social change. From Pinellas County, Nancy Hamilton, CEO of Operation PAR, one
of the largest national substance abuse programs, spoke on surviving in families where substance abuse is tangled in
domestic violence. Dr. Warshaw, Ms. Hamilton, Sherry Frohman, Executive Director of the New York State Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, Susan McGee of Minerva, Inc., and Anthony Porter, Director of Addiction Services, Nyack
Hospital, participated in a plenary panel facilitated by Kathy Herrmann, Executive Director of Shelter for Abused Women
in Naples. The panel members gamely wrangled with the challenges of “Bridging Philosophical and Service Delivery Gaps
Among Domestic Violence, Substance Abuse, and Mental Health Communities.” They responded to tough questions from
the audience with humor and passion.
Conference participants rushed between a cornucopia of workshops, and the hallways were uncharacteristically empty.
The Battered/Formerly Battered Women’s Institute, “Surviving in Spite of…” renewed us and reminded us to keep the
voices of battered women at the decision-making tables. The Hispanic Caucus, Lesbian/Bisexual/Trangendered Women’s
Caucus, Women of Color Caucus, and Children and Youth Caucus met to elect officers and set their agenda for the coming
year. Concurrent with conference workshops, FCADV collaborated with the Supervised Visitation Network who provided
a concurrent day of training on Child Sexual Abuse Predators.
Stephanie Woods and staff from Safeplace and Rape Crisis Center hosted us for an evening of Hawaiian dancing and
music sponsored by The Spring and other Tampa businesses. Hope Family Services was a great help in storing and
transporting items for the silent auction.
FCADV Board President Venita Garvin Valdez spoke about the tremendous growth FCADV is about to experience as we
take on the administration of the Domestic Violence Trust Fund, and Tiffany Carr, FCADV Executive Director, was
commended for her work in passing the necessary legislation. Awards were presented to many outstanding individuals
who work as staff and treasured volunteers of local domestic violence centers.
Continued on Page 7
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The conception of the conference originated from a task force that was appointed by the FCADV Board to explore what
FCADV center members could do to work more closely with the substance abuse and mental health fields. Task Force
members traveled from a distance and met for a year at CASA in St. Petersburg to define the differences and challenges we
face when trying to work together. We recommended the theme for the conference and worked closely with Marilyn Trigg,
FCADV Director of Training, to define the topics, speakers, and format for the conference. We also received invaluable
ideas and recommendations from executive directors of mental health and substance abuse programs in Pinellas County
who met with the Task Force. We were thrilled with the conference and heard many echo, “It was the best FCADV
conference they had ever attended.”

Left: Tiffany Carr of FCADV and Linda Osmundson of CASA at
the Respecting Survivor Reality Conference in May 2003.

Right: Florida Domestic Violence Series Artist MeloD presents
First Lady Columba Bush with her painting titled “Awareness”.
This painting is one of seven paintings in a series about the artist’s
own struggle to overcome abuse in her own life.

Left: Tiffany Carr of FCADV presents Mrs. Melane Byrd with an
award for her advocacy in getting HB 1099 passed. Mrs. Byrd
is the wife of the Speaker of Florida’s House of Representatives,
Rep. Johnnie Byrd. It is in great part due to Mrs. Byrd’s advocacy
that HB 1099, FCADV’s priority legislation for 2003, was passed
during this year’s legislative session.
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SPECIAL PROJECTS
Legislature Passes Bill Creating Commission on Marriage and Family Support Initiatives
by: Brandi Skipalis, Special Projects Coordinator, FCADV
On February 13, 2003, the U.S. House of Representatives passed HR 4, a bill reauthorizing the federal Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) program. The bill, which is now being considered in the Senate, includes several changes from the 1996
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA), which initially created the TANF program in a
sweeping reform of the former Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) program. Among the changes incorporated in HR
4 is a provision for the “promotion of family formation and healthy marriage”. Through this provision, the federal government is
proposing to provide grants to states to promote healthy, two-parent, married families. This is an enhancement of language in
PRWORA outlining one of the purposes of the 1996 TANF legislation as intending to “encourage the formation and maintenance
of two-parent families.” The new language as written in HR 4 expands this mandate to read that the purpose is “to encourage the
formation and maintenance of healthy, 2-parent married families, and encourage responsible fatherhood’’ (changes in italics).
Though the federal legislation has not yet passed, states have responded to the pending bill during their recent legislative
sessions.
The Florida Legislature, in its response to HR 4, passed SB 480, sponsored by Senator Evelyn Lynn. SB 480 does the following:
Creates the Commission on Marriage and Family Support Initiatives to replace the Commission on Responsible
Fatherhood.
Appointments to the Commission, to be made by the Governor, Speaker of the House, and President of the Senate, must
include 18 members chosen from the public sector and the private sector, including community and faith-based organizations,
with experience in business, workforce development, education, health care, treatment of substance abuse, child development,
and domestic violence centers.
The Commission will focus on:
•

Developing

•

Developing a report that makes recommendations regarding family supports, including such avenues as
family counseling and mediation.

•

Developing a promising practices manual or tool highlighting successful efforts to promote marriage in
Florida.

•

Developing a community awareness campaign to promote community collaboration for the promotion of
marriage.

•

statewide

strategies

for

encouraging

family

maintenance

and

formation.

Serving as a clearinghouse for collection and disseminating information related to research being produced
regarding social problems that affect marriage and the maintenance of marriages.

The legislation specifies that public policy should not operate to force people to get married, should not withdraw or
diminish benefits to single mothers merely because they are not married, and should not keep people in abusive relationships.
The Commission shall coordinate its work with community- based organizations, including, among others,
certified local domestic violence centers.
It is necessary for domestic violence organizations to work with the Commission on Marriage and Family Support Initiatives to
ensure that the issue of domestic violence is kept at the forefront of discussion as the Commission works to fulfill its duties. The
legislature’s inclusion of the above domestic violence language is important to women and children throughout Florida.
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REFUGEES, IMMIGRANTS, AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Refugees, Immigrants, and Domestic Violence: A Collaborative Approach to Service
August 6-8, 2003
Embassy Suites - Miami Airport
This three-day conference will address the issues of immigration, refugee status, law enforcement, and domestic violence in a crosstraining format that emphasizes community collaboration. This conference is sponsored by the Department of Children and Families
Office of Refugee Services through a grant to provide services to Haitian Refugee Victims of Domestic Violence.
REGISTRATION FORM

FCADV membership guarantees you a discount for this and future conferences. Include a $ 25 membership fee for individuals
or $ 50 for associations if you wish to join and register at the membership rate offered.
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Organization:________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
Tel:_____________________ Fax:____________________ e-mail: _____________________________________
Special dietary or accommodation needs: ___________________________________________________________
REGISTRATION FEES
(A $100 late fee will be added to all registrations received in the FCADV office after July 21st, 2003. This also applies to all walk-in
registrations at the conference site.)

DV
FCADV
NonCenter Member or Member

August 6-8, 2003

Refugee
Service
Provider

Refugees, Immigrants, and Domestic Violence:
A Collaborative Approach
August 6 & 7, 2003
9:00am – 5:00pm
August 8, 2003
9:00am -1:00pm

$35

$50

$75

Please indicate your professional area of interest:
Immigration Law

Domestic Violence

Refugee Services

Law Enforcement

The deadline to reserve a hotel room at the reduced conference rate is July 21, 2003. Call (305)779-5002 to make a
reservation at the Embassy Suites. Single room - $98, Double room - $118, Triple room - $138, Quadruple room - $158.
Total Submitted: $ ____________________________________________________________________________
Check # __________________________________________________________________________________
Purchase Order #____________________________________________________________________________
Credit card #: VISA _________________________________ Mastercard ______________________________
Name on Credit Card: _________________________________ Expiration Date: __________________________
FCADV

425 Office Plaza Drive

For Office Use Only:

Acct 104

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Grant 612

tel: 850.425.2749

Prog 115

GL 79210

fax: 850.425.3091

Evt 407
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You can help stop
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
by joining FCADV today!
Membership benefits include:
*Updates on Public Policy & Legislative
Action
*Networking with Individuals & Organizations Serving Victims
*Quarterly Newsletters & Publications
*Access to FCADV Resource Library
*Discounts to Conferences & Training
Seminars

YES! Sign me up as...
Individual Supporter
Enclosed is my gift of:
$25

$50

$100

$___

Associate Member
$50 for organizations endorsing the
philosophy of FCADV.

Stark and Powerful Images Air Society’s “Dirty Laundry”
Traveling Clothesline Exhibit on Display in Tallahassee May 22-June 5
“Kids Shouldn’t See Daddies Hit Mommies.” That’s a simple enough statement
with which most will agree. It has a totally different effect, however, when viewing
it as a piece of artwork drawn by a battered child or spouse. That’s the point
Refuge House of Tallahassee, Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence and
Verizon Wireless are hoping to make with the new Florida Clothesline Project.
Designed to promote social change, the Clothesline is an art exhibit created by
domestic violence survivors at Refuge House and other shelters throughout
Florida. This statewide project stops in Tallahassee from May 22 to June 5, at
the Governor’s Square Mall, as part of a 1,300-mile six-month tour.
“Domestic violence knows no socio-economic boundaries – everyone is
affected,” says Kelly Otte, executive director of Refuge House. “Domestic
violence makes our communities less safe, our businesses less profitable and
puts millions of children at risk each year.”

Contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law.

_________________________________
Name
_________________________________
Organization
_________________________________
Address
_________________________________
City
_________________________________
State/ZIP
_________________________________
(Area Code) Phone/FAX
MC

VISA Exp. Date

/

/

#______________________
_________________________________
Name on Card
_________________________________
Signature

Thank you for your support!
Please mail to: FCADV
425 Office Plaza Dr.
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Verizon Wireless’ HopeLine ProgramSM is an integral part of the exhibit. The
program allows those who want to make a contribution to domestic violence
prevention to donate an old or used wireless phone to the program. The company
takes these phones, refurbishes them and either donates them to local domestic
violence shelters or recycles them – with proceeds being donated to shelters
throughout the state.
“Domestic violence prevention is important to Verizon Wireless, as it should be
to all employers,” says Mike Lanman, Florida region president of Verizon Wireless.
“Even the potential for domestic violence can have an impact on the workplace,
through absenteeism, lost productivity, poor morale … but the real victims are
the families impacted by the problem. Refuge House is on the front lines fighting
this scourge, and Verizon Wireless is committed to doing what we can to help.”
*Note – The Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s latest reports show
more than 1,752 cases of domestic violence occurred in Leon County and
121,834 across Florida in 2002. Statistics from the Florida Coalition Against
Domestic Violence state that up to 40 percent of domestic violence abuse is
never reported.

About Verizon Wireless
Verizon Wireless is the nation’s leading provider of wireless communications. The company
has the largest nationwide wireless voice and data network and 33.3 million customers.
Headquartered in Bedminster, NJ, Verizon Wireless is a joint venture of Verizon
Communications (NYSE:VZ) and Vodafone (NYSE and LSE: VOD). Find more information
on the Web at www.verizonwireless.com.
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LT. GOVERNOR PRESENTS 2003 GOVERNOR’S PEACE AT HOME AWARDS
On April 7, 2003, Lt. Governor Toni Jennings presented the 2003
Governor’s Peace at Home Awards: Stopping Domestic Violence.
This presentation is part of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week,
April 6 - 12. Awards were presented to individuals and
organizations for their work in the prevention of domestic violence.
“I am honored to present the Governor’s Peace at Home Awards
to these women and men who have truly worked to end domestic
violence,” said Lt. Governor Jennings. “I would like to thank the
dedicated professionals who work everyday to provide support
and services to victims of domestic violence.”
Peace at Home Awards are given to individuals or organizations
that have worked in their respective areas to develop, enhance, or
promote programs that raise the awareness and help to decrease
the incidences of domestic violence. The five categories are
children’s services, survivor support, justice system, health care,
and public awareness and education. An overall award is also
presented to an individual or organization whose efforts towards
ending domestic violence is over and beyond the requirements of
their employment, organizational mission, or program activities.
Under Governor Bush, Florida’s index crime rate is the lowest in
29 years. 10-20-Life has helped drive violent firearm crime down
by 24 percent. Governor Bush has led the effort to enact significant
legislation to punish and prevent domestic violence, and by
doubling the funding during the past four years, has made this
issue one of his priorities. This has help decrease domestic
violence by nearly 15 percent in the past three years. Over the
past four years, a total of $138 million has been expended to
support these efforts, including $8 million for the renovation of
the state’s domestic violence centers.
“It is important we remain strong against domestic violence
offenders that invade the safety of many families in this state,”
said Governor Jeb Bush. “It is important we continue to raise
awareness to protect these victims of violent crime and let
offenders know their behavior will not be tolerated. Each of these
awardees are doing their part to help us combat domestic violence
crimes and make our homes safer for our citizens.”

Recipients of the Governor’s 2003 Peace at Home Award are:
CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Robert “Bob” Whitworth, Victim Advocate for the Lake County
Sheriff’s Office, Tavares
SURVIVOR SUPPORT
Melbourne Police Department Domestic Violence Unit,
Melbourne
JUSTICE SYSTEM
Honorable Raymond T. McNeal, Circuit Court Judge of the Fifth
Judicial Circuit, Ocala; and Detective Jorge Fernandez de Lara,
Sweetwater Police Department, Sweetwater
HEALTH CARE
Dr. Bruce Grozier and Staff, Family Medical Clinic, Sarasota
PUBLIC AWARENESS AND EDUCATION
Carol Bailey, Victim Advocate for the The Haven of Religious
Community Services, Clearwater
OVERALL
Carol Bailey, Victim Advocate for the The Haven of Religious
Community Services, Clearwater
Award recipients were selected from ten finalists chosen from
nominations submitted from around the state. To assist in the
selection of finalists, a team of professionals was formed. This
year’s committee members are, Mary Anne Hoffman, Office on
Homelessness, Department of Children and Families; Mark
Lazarus, Victim Assistance Program, Department of Corrections;
Michele Manning, Florida Commission on the Status of Women,
Attorney General’s Office; and Pennie Slaughter, Office of Refugee
Services, Department of Children and Families.

Left: Carol Bailey, Victim Advocate for the Haven of RCS in
Clearwater, wins Peace at Home Award, presented by Lt.
Governor Toni Jennings and Florida Department of Children
and Families Secretary Jerry Regier at the Peace at Home
Awards Ceremony on April 7, 2003 in Tallahassee, Florida.

CREATIVE FUNDRAISING

IN

RURAL C OMMUNITIES
by: Maureen O’Neil, Assistant Director, Refuge House

Every domestic violence center is always looking for creative
ways to raise money, especially in the rural communities.
Refuge House serves Tallahassee and the seven surrounding
rural counties in the Big Bend Area.
On April 4, 2003, with the help of the Perry Woman’s
Club, the Refuge House held a special dinner and evening
of entertainment, sold over 200 tickets, and raised nearly
$3,000.00! The Tallahassee Irish Step Dancers, the next
best thing to Riverdance this side of the Emerald Isle,
performed at the event.
The event showed a great deal of community support for
the Perry Shelter and Outreach programs and provided an
evening of cultural enrichment for the community. It is often

difficult to attract cultural events to the rural communities.
One of the most helpful strategies is to use your contacts to
think about what groups may be available in your area and
invite them to perform at an event in a county. You may be
surprised at the response you receive. Using art, music,
and dance events to raise money for the domestic and sexual
violence programs in your area is a win/win situation for
everyone. It supports the arts and the centers at the same
time. People have fun and they learn something about your
services.
The next time you are planning a fundraiser in the rural
counties you serve, consider making it a fun evening of
entertainment and enrichment. You may have so much fun
that you’ll forget you’re at a work event!
Left: The Tallahassee Irish Step Dancers, who performed in a
fundraiser for Refuge House on April 4, 2003.
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